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Toppsta was launched because as a parent I was struggling to �nd age-appropriate 
books and I wanted to know which books children were really enjoying, not just those 
books that adults thought children should be reading. 

Our mission at Toppsta.com is to help children discover a love of reading. We do this by 
providing an online space where readers can review children’s books and share their 
recommendations.  

The Toppsta Summer Reading 2017 booklet, is a selection of the very best books, 
hand-picked from more than 10,000 reviews written by the amazing Toppsta 
community and available to read on our website www.toppsta.com.

Inside this booklet you’ll �nd a list of recommendations for each age between 4 and 12 
years old, with a short description plus a review from a child, parent, teacher, librarian 
or grandparent. You’ll also be able to see if the book was “read to” or “read by” the child 
and there are additional features for Picture Books, Popular Series, New Readers, 
Reluctant Readers and more.

If you’re looking for even more recommendations, come and check out our website 
www.toppsta.com where our book charts are updated daily and helpfully organised 
by the age of the child. You can also enter our free book giveaways to win a book to 
review for us, sign up to our weekly newsletter or check out the new reviews published 
each and every day.  

But to continue we need more book reviews! Will you join us? It’s easy and free to sign 
up. There are no photos, real names or forums and an adult sets up the initial account 
before adding their ‘children’ (grandchildren or students).  

And if you’d like to win a box of 100 books for your school library, add 
www.toppsta.com to your school website and let us know! You can �nd out more 
details on p.5.

If you have any feedback or queries, you can email me at georgina@toppsta.com.

Kind Regards, 

Georgina Atwell (Founder) 

Hello! 
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Picture Book Favourites 

Macmillan Children's
 Books

The Gru�alo 
Julia Donaldson & Axel Sche�er David McKee

A children's classic with a wonderful
rhyme and great illustrations

We have read this book so many times.  
The lovely poetic story-telling and 
colourful pictures make the story come 
alive.  My eldest is now having a go at 
reading it himself. (Read to “Spencer” 
age 5 & “Lolly” age 2)

Classic lift-the-�ap board book
�rst published in 1982 

This has been a �rm favourite since my 
son was a baby and even now when he 
is nearly 5.  A great story with �aps to 
get the children involved. (Read to 
“Ragdollkhanbaby” age 4)

Dear Zoo
Rod Campbell

Macmillan Children's
Books

Andersen Press

Elmer

A modern classic, celebrating 
diversity with bright illustrations

This is such a beautiful book about a 
colourful, patchwork elephant who 
realises it's ok to be di�erent. We will 
read this together for many years to 
come. (Read to "Soopa" age 2)

Catchy rhyme which encourages 
children to read and sing along

LOVE LOVE LOVE this book. My children 
adore the illustrations and the repetitive 
words used to describe what happens to 
the family. Simply perfect. (Read to 
“Bob1” age 6 and “Bob2” age 4)

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
Michael Rosen & Helen Oxenbury

Walker Books

Can a busy mummy elephant �nd
a quiet place away from her family?

We love this book, which portrays 
family life. The illustrations are beauti-
ful, it's a simple story that is warm and 
funny. One of our favourites. (Read to 
“MicahW” age 6 and “AvaW” age 2)

Five Minutes’ Peace 
Jill Murphy

Walker Books 

Timeless story about a little boy who
loses his favourite toy

I have read this to every class that I have 
taught over the last 20 years. The 
illustrations are beautiful and the 
message so poignant. (Read to “Robins” 
a group of children age 4 & 5)

Dogger
Shirley Hughes

Random House Children’s

Heart-warming story about love, 
perfect for bedtime reading 

A lovely book demonstrating the love 
between parent and child, loved by our 
whole family! Beautifully written and 
illustrated. (Read to “Eay11” age 4 and 
“Aay13” age 2)

Guess How Much I Love You 
Sam McBratney & Anita Jeram

Walker Books

Can the witch �t all the animals she
meets on her broomstick?

I love Room on the Broom - it's a great 
next step after the Gru�alo. It’s a really 
great one to role play as well... 
pretending to be the animals etc. 
(Read to "SophieKelly" age 3)

Room on the Broom 
Julia Donaldson & Axel Sche�er

Macmillan Children's 
Books
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Books Loved by 4-Year-Olds

Egmont

Treats for a T. Rex (2016)
Adam Guillain, Charlotte Guillain & Lee Wildish

Dinosaur adventure with beautiful
illustrations and an easy rhyme

As soon as we �nished this book, we 
had to read it again straight away. As I 
write this, she is hugging the book. It's 
a winner for dino fans! (Read to “Dino 
Girl” age 4)

Bright picture book around a group
of adventurers

This was a great book, my little boy 
liked the shed hq and how great leafy 
turned out to be. The facts at the end of 
the book are good too. (Read to “Fred-
dyBoggis” age 4)

Leafy the Pet Leaf (2016)
Philip Ardagh & Elissa Elwick

Walker Books

Old Barn Books

Dog on a Train (2016)
Kate Prendergast

Poignant, wordless picture book 
which encourages child creativity

This is a wordless yet moving picture 
book about friendship and loyalty, 
which allows children to take the lead 
in the storytelling. (Read to “IRE” age 4 
and “TAME” age 2)

A reassuring story for children who
su�er with anxieties  

A wonderful way to introduce ideas to 
children as to how to deal with their 
worries.  It's fun and engaging and 
really helpful.  It captivated my daugh-
ter. (Read to "Amelie" age 4) 

Thank Goodness for Bob (2017)
Matthew Morgan & Gabriel Alborozo

Egmont

Lovely rhyming tale celebrating girl
power with bright illustrations

This is a really enjoyable book with 
great pictures. It is written in rhyme 
which makes it a pleasure to read and 
the words �ow. My son adores planes 
and loved this. (Read to "Ibby" age 4)

Pilot Jane and the Runaway Plane (2017)
Caroline Baxter & Izabela Ciesinska

Big Sunshine Books

Amusing picture book for kids who
love dinosaurs and silly names

We loved this book. A lovely way to 
describe your child by pretending you're 
di�erent types of dinosaur, like "Whycer-
atops" or "Readabookadocus". (Read to 
“AnnaC” age 6 and “IslaC” age 4)

Oddsockosaurus (2015)
Zanib Mian & Bill Bolton

Sweet Apple Publishers

The perfect book to help prepare 
your child for school 

Goose goes to school is a lovely story. I 
read this to my son when he was little 
and now he reads it himself. A great 
tale of friendship and fun. (Read to 
“Noah” age 5)

Goose Goes to School (2012) 
Laura Wall

Award Publications 

Lovely story of a kind, book-loving
dog with beautiful illustrations

Another great book from Julia 
Donaldson. It is quite wordy, which 
was great for my 4yo twins because 
they are starting to like slightly longer 
stories. (Read to "Skye" & "Rocky" age 4) 

The Detective Dog (2016)
Julia Donaldson & Sara Ogilvie

Macmillan Children's
Books
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Would you like to win
1OO  BOOKS

 for your school library?

www.toppsta.com

To enter, mention Toppsta on your school website
With a link to www.toppsta.com

 And email us at info@toppsta.com to let us know!

Closing date 1st September 2017. UK & Ireland Only. 1 box of 100 books available. 
One entry per school. No cash or prize alternative.
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Books Loved by 5-Year-Olds

Pavilion Books

The Amazing Dinosaur Detectives (2016)
Maggie Li Scholastic

Scholastic

Fascinating facts, games and 
quizzes for dinosaur fans

What a fantastic fun book �lled with 
fab facts! The book is great quality – 
the pages are jam-packed with 
loads of info and brilliant pictures. 
(Read to “Lewis” age 5 and “OwenC” 
age 3)

Journey through the seasons and learn
about nature along the way

This is a beautiful book, one that will be 
looked at and read many times. There is 
so much to see and do within this book. 
Stunning illustrations. (Read to “Miss-
moo” age 5 and “Locket” age 2)

Bob and the River of Time (2016)
James Garner

Crown House
  Publishing

Scholastic

Lego®: Knights and Castles (2017)

Journey back to medieval times 
with a host of Lego® mini�gures

This is simply a fantastic book, great 
stories and information about knights 
and castles, my 5 year son is enthralled 
by the stories and the legends. (Read to 
"Ragdollkhanbaby" age 5)

Large, vibrant book of trucks with
cool, retro vibe

This book is just awesome!  Because of 
its size you get big, bright and cheerful 
illustrations. A really lovely book and 
one that we'll treasure for some time. 
(Read to "LucasChops" age 5)

William Bee’s Wonderful World of Trucks (2017)
William Bee

Pavilion Books

Colourful workbook with Disney 
characters, pictures and stickers 

We used this book over the summer 
holidays. The characters kept my son 
engaged and he loved getting the 
stickers and the certi�cate at the end! 
(Read to “GeorgeMc” age 5)

Finding Dory – Maths Practice Ages 5-6 (2016)

Scholastic

A fun-packed playground story 
teaching empathy and friendship

This book helped my daughter to see 
herself from her friends' perspective and 
also planted an idea that she can 
change her behaviour, if she wants to (!).  
(Read to "RosiePosey" age 5)

Floss the Playground Boss (2017)
Corrinne Averiss & Sam Usher

Egmont

Traditional fairytales rewritten in 
the style of newspaper articles 

This is a great way to look at the 
viewpoint of di�erent characters and 
to encourage children to explore 
alternative aspects of the stories. 
(Read to “Piglet” age 5 & “Bobbin” age 
9)

The Fairytale Times (2016)
Zanib Mian & Laura Ewing

Sweet Apple Publishers

A fun book with a serious message
about keeping an open mind

For pirate mad boys, this book is 
brilliant. I would recommend it for 3+ 
as it is a bit longer but the pictures are 
fun and there is a fold out treasure 
map! (Read to "DPBristol" age 5)

The Pirates Next Door (2012)
Jonny Duddle

Templar
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Books Loved by 6-Year-Olds

Andersen Press

The Bolds (2015)
Julian Clary & David Roberts

A really funny tale, full of twists &
turns and great illustrations

What a brilliant book! The story is 
absolutely fantastic. It's about a 
strange family who we discover are 
actually hyenas. Stunning illustra-
tions. (Read by “Ssrankin” to a class of 
children age 6 & 7)

Fact-packed dinosaur book with
free app to bring the dinosaurs to life

My son really enjoyed this book. It's full 
of dinosaur facts and there is an app 
that you can download, where you can 
battle dinosaurs with friends! (Read by 
“HarryDH” age 6)

iExplore: Battling Dinosaurs (2016)
Anna Brett

Carlton Books

Lonely Planet Kids

Adventures around the Globe (2015)
Lonely Planet Kids

Journey around the world with 
stickers, fun facts, puzzles & more

Excellent book with illustrations, 
maps, activities and stickers. I have 
had fun learning about di�erent 
places to visit, wildlife, people and 
more. (Read by “dannylee” age 6)

Fast-paced, action-packed, funny
book set in Roman Times

This book is great, we found it really 
funny. We loved the characters, the 
fast pace of the plot and the narrating 
crow's constant boasting! (Read to 
“TomatoBoy20” age 6)

Romans on the Rampage: Chariot Champions
 (2017) Jeremy Strong

Pu�n 

Watch your book come to life with Augmented Reality



Books Loved by 6-Year-Olds

Six short stories about Elinor and
her �ying bedroom adventures

My six year old loved the idea of a 
�ying bedroom. She liked that she was 
able to read a book with chapters and 
felt very grown up doing so. (Read by 
“Emily” age 6)

The Flying Bedroom (2014)
Heather Dyer & Chloe Douglass

Fire�y Press 

Includes free app and activities for
hours of robot fun

This is a great book that brings robots 
to life. I liked reading all the informa-
tion about robots, and learnt lots of 
new things. It is a really fun interactive 
book. (Read by "MicahW" age 6)

iExlore: iRobot (2016)
Clive Gi�ord

Carlton Books

Three family-fun adventures full of
mad capers and giggles 

My son has been reading this non-stop 
for the last few days. He has been 
constantly giggling whilst reading it and 
says it's the best book he has read. (Read 
by “Pickle2010” age 6)

Marge and the Pirate Baby (2017)
Isla Fisher & Eglantine Ceulemans

Piccadilly Press

Brilliant and beautifully illustrated
book for Roald Dahl enthusiasts

My daughter adores this book, I often 
�nd her sitting up in bed reading it at 
night. There is so much in it that 
captivates the imagination. (Read by 
“gravitypoodle179” age 6)

The Gloriumptious Worlds of Roald Dahl (2016)
Roald Dahl, Stella Caldwell & Quentin Blake

Carlton Books

Turning science and nature 
                      into adventures

AWARD
WINNER

NEW

NEW

Bring the wonder of the natural world off the book page
and into your home - from lions to dinosaurs, and from
the ocean depths to Deep Space …

iExplore books and apps take your young explorers

NEW

iSOLAR SYSTEM
BUGS

THE BRAIN EXTINCT
ANIMALS

see all 13 titles in the iExplore series at www.carltonbooks.co.uk

ONLY

9.99£
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Books Loved by 7-Year-Olds

Scholastic

The Cat and the King (2016)
Nick Sharratt

Humorous story of a hapless king
and his very clever cat

Huge fans of Nick Sharratt in this 
house. The storyline is simple, but 
perfect for any 6-8 year old. It’s got the 
right amount of words to illustrations. 
(Read to “Bob1” age 7)

From sewers to skyscrapers, the
secret workings of the city

This book is awesome. My son loves it, 
it's a huge solid book and has so many 
facts within it. It's full of lots of 
information and the �aps are great 
too. (Read by "k-mckenzie" age 7)

How Cities Work (2016)
James Gulliver Hancock & Jen Feroze 

Lonely Planet Kids

Fire�y Press

Dottie Blanket and the Hilltop (2014)
Wendy Meddour & Mina May

A lovely story about a girl who moves 
house and makes new friends

An amazing book, my favourite charac-
ter was Dottie Blanket and her sheep. 
This book was really funny and I liked 
that Dottie made a lot of friends on the 
way. (Read by "Daria" age 7)

New edition of this classic to
accompany the CBBC TV series

The book is a great story about a little 
witch who can't seem to learn her 
spells. I like this book because it is short 
and easy to read. (Read by "Suzanne" 
age 7)

The Worst Witch (2017 edition)
Jill Murphy

Pu�n

Easy to read, madcap tale with
plenty of laughs

I really enjoyed this book. Spangles 
McNasty is a bit like Mr Gum. He is very 
silly though. It is a very funny book. I 
want to read the next one. (Read to 
"rsa" age 7)

Spangles McNasty and the Fish of Gold (2016)
Steve Webb & Chris Mould

Andersen Press

Introduction to the online programme
taught in many schools

This is a brilliant book that helps you 
learn how to use Scratch.  I have 
completed all of the projects and have 
made some complicated games. (Read 
by “edwardpeacock” age 7)

Coding for Beginners Using Scratch (2015)
Jonathan Melmoth, Rosie Dickins, Louie Stowell & Shaw Nielsen

Usborne

A story about a boy called Jams 
and his mischievous monkey 

This is laugh out loud funny with the 
antics of Thimble the monkey, from 
DIY with a hacksaw to heroic rescues. 
It's easy reading about Jams and his 
adopted monkey. (Read to "Amelia" 
age 7)

Thimble Monkey Superstar (2016)
Jon Blake & Martin Chatterton

Fire�y Press

25 incredible craft projects you can
make from cardboard

A terri�c book. The instructions are 
clear, well designed and the models 
are not too di�cult. This book will keep 
us busy for many a rainy day to come! 
(Read to "Aaronthecooldude" age 7)

Out of the Box (2017)
Jemma Westing

Dorling Kindersley
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Books Loved by 8-Year-Olds

Scholastic

Poppy Pym and the Pharaoh’s Curse (2015)
Laura Wood

Time is running out for Poppy Pym
to solve the mystery at her new school

This is the �rst Poppy Pym book we 
have read and we loved it, it's brilliant. 
There are so many twists and turns, it 
keeps you guessing until the end.  
(Read to "Ame" age 8)

Gorgeous, illustrated book set in
the time of the Vikings

This is a beautiful book with absolutely 
fantastic illustrations. The story is a 
mix of modern and Norse myths with 
an endearing main character, Arthur. 
(Read by "Eldest" age 8)

Arthur and the Golden Rope (2016)
Joe Todd-Stanton

Flying Eye Books

Lonely Planet Kids

The Travel Book (2015)
Lonely Planet Kids

A tour through 200 countries with
amazing facts and photography

This is a fantastic reference book for 
primary school age children. My son 
has already made good use of this for 
a couple of school projects. (Read by 
“Bobbin” age 8)

Humorous book about a boy at camp
forced to eat chicken nuggets 

This book is one of the funniest books I 
have read in a long time. It’s very easy 
to read and has illustrations dotted 
throughout the book. (Read by 
“Actionbro9” age 8)

The Chicken Nugget Ambush (2016)
Mark Lowery

Piccadilly Press

Meet Jonny Jakes, undercover 
reporter searching out the truth

I enjoyed this book as it was in diary 
format and that is the books I like. I 
liked reading the parts that were like 
out of a newspaper or notes. (Read by 
"Mads1811" age 8)

Jonny Jakes Investigates the Hamburgers
of Doom (2015) Malcolm Judge & Alan Brown

Curious Fox

Another hilarious adventure from
bestselling author Danny Wallace

We had a lot of giggles reading this 
book together. It's a wacky story and 
my son loved the jokes and the illustra-
tions. (Read by "Readingchamp" age 8)

Hamish and the GravityBurp (2017)
Danny Wallace & Jamie Littler

Simon & Schuster

Quirky and heart-warming story 
about friendship and belonging 

I love it!!! It was epic!!! Some absolutely 
crazy things happen in it like an alien 
who looks like a dog and a �oating 
dog house!!! (Read by "batshadow" 
age 8)

Sputnik’s Guide to Life on Earth (2017) 
Frank Cottrell Boyce & Steven Lenton

Macmillan Children's
 Books

A fast-paced, funny, and utterly
bonkers illustrated adventure

It is very funny right from the start. All 
of the characters were really good and 
it kept me entertained because it is so 
funny and di�erent. (Read by “Zolo” 
age 8)

Julius Zebra: Bundle with the Britons (2016)
Gary North�eld

Walker Books
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Books Loved by 9-Year-Olds

Usborne

Cogheart (2016)
Peter Bunzl

Imaginative adventure with
mystery, magic and mayhem

This book was fantastic and I can’t 
wait to read the next book in the series. 
My favourite character was Malkin he 
made me laugh (Read by "Elliemai" 
age 9)

Unlikely superhero Al�e protecting
the nation from super-villains

Wow, this book is epic. There is a 
brilliant twist and the battles are 
brilliant, I can't wait to read the next 
book. Highly recommended. (Read by 
“Zacbath” age 9)

Defender of the Realm (2016)
Nick Ostler & Mark Huckerby

Scholastic

Stripes Publishing

Beaky Malone: World’s Greatest Liar (2016)
Barry Hutchison & Katie Abey

Laugh out loud book about a boy
who can no longer lie

This book is really funny. The drawings 
are also really eye-catching. If you want 
a book that you can't put down and you 
like a good laugh, then read this! (Read 
by "Neave08" age 9)

Thrilling adventure based on Rudyard
Kipling’s classic The Jungle Book

This book really hits the spot with top 
survival action and incredible charac-
ters. As well as an awesome story it 
features a how-to section at the back. 
(Read by "Actionbro9" age 9)

Spirit of the Jungle (2017)
Bear Grylls

Macmillan Children's 
Books

Brilliantly silly tale of a young King
with lots of illustrations

This is the second book in the series 
and it’s even funnier than the �rst! It's a 
funny story with really good illustra-
tions. I'm looking forward to the next 
book. (Read by "Pokeman" age 9)

King Flashypants and the Creature from
Crong (2017)  Andy Riley

Hachette Children's
 

A brilliantly funny take on fairy tales
and quests 

I like fairy tale books and this was a 
twist on the traditional fairy tale. It 
was totally di�erent to the usual 
princess stories and was funny in parts. 
(Read by "ejpot" age 9)

Frogkisser! (2017)
Garth Nix

Piccadilly Press

A fast-paced fantasy as 12-year-old
Nell battles to save her mother

Thoroughly enjoyable, action-packed, 
magical and surreal book. Reading it 
out loud is de�nitely the way to go, it 
was fantastic for 9-year-old and adult 
alike. (Read to "Bellboo" age 9)

The Fearless Traveller’s Guide to Wicked Places
Pete Begler

Curious Fox

Fantastic book of games for long
journeys

This book has been a lifesaver on our 
holiday. On long drives it gave Caitlin 
lots of ideas for games that we could 
all play or she could play by herself. 
(Read by "CCR06" age 9)

Boredom Buster: Games for the Road (2016)
Lonely Planet Kids, Nicola Baxter & Andy Mans�eld

Lonely Planet Kids
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Books Loved by 10-Year-Olds

The Phoenix Comic

The Phoenix Comic (Weekly Comic)
Various

Weekly comic packed full of stories, 
puzzles & more 

Fantastic comic. Very original. Well 
written, great stories and artwork. My 
10 year old son who is reluctant to 
read anything really enjoys this. (Read 
by “GRock” age 10)

Can Izzy and her friends solve
the mystery at school?

This is a great book. It is full of gripping 
cli�hangers and it really really really 
makes me laugh, you really want to 
�nd out how it ends. (Read by “Scottie 
dog01” age 10)

Attack of the Demon Dinner Ladies (2016)
Pamela Butchart & Thomas Flintham

Nosy Crow

Pu�n

Scholastic

The Boy, the Bird and the Co�n Maker  (2017)
Matilda Woods

A luminous tale of loss, love and
�nding family

I really enjoyed this book, would 
de�nitely recommend it for 10 yrs+ as it 
can be very sad and emotional in parts 
but also a great book about friendship. 
(Read by "Leonjames" age 10)

Book 11 in this bestselling, illustrated
series

Story (with plenty of illustrations)
about four young magicians

I really like the Wimpy Kid books, I �nd 
them amusing and easy to read. This 
book was great and you don't need to 
have read other Wimpy Kid books to 
enjoy this one! (Read by "AJH" age 10)

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Double Down (2016)
Je� Kinney

Dr Christian tackles questions about
the body and mental health

I really liked this book, it had a good 
mix of topics, and really made me look 
at my life. I liked the chapters about 
healthy eating and emotions. (Read by 
“HRDK” age 10)

Scholastic

I really enjoyed this book because it is 
very funny and very, very clever. I 
enjoyed the writer's comments, 
random little footnotes that tied up 
the loose ends. (Read by "Pirate06" age 
10)

The Young Magicians and the Thieves’ Almanac
(2017) Nick Mohammed

Pu�n

Workbook developed by teachers
to support English in Year 6 

As soon as this arrived my daughter 
got started on it right away, she loves it 
and I can see it being a very good help 
for her SATs exams next year. (Read by 
"swalker" age 10)

National Curriculum English Practice Book
for Year 6 (2014) Scholastic

Scholastic

A level 4 title in DK’s leveled reading 
series, packed full of facts

This is a brilliant book. It is full to 
brimming of information about 
inspirational women both past and 
present. You can't help but feel 
empowered after reading it. (Read by 
"CCR06" age 10)

Amazing Women (2017)
Dorling Kindersley

Dorling Kindersley
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Books Loved by 11-Year-Olds

Walker Books

Stormbreaker (2015)
Anthony Horowitz

The �rst book in the bestselling
Alex Rider series

This is one of the best books I have ever 
read. It grabs your attention and pulls 
you inside into a world of adventure. It 
was almost impossible to put down. 
(Read by "Ali" age 11)

The true story of a professional 
footballer in World War 1

I liked this book. It had good descrip-
tions of what it was like in the trenches 
and helped me to know what it was 
like for the soldiers in the war. (Read by 
“LouisR” age 11)

Over the Line (2016)
Tom Palmer & Ollie Cuthbertson

Barrington Stoke

Penguin Random
 House

Scholastic

Al�e Bloom and the Talisman Thief (2016)
Gabrielle Kent

Brilliant adventure full of magic,
twists and surprises

It is pacey and action-packed. I liked 
that there were surprises on every page 
and it's good to have a female charac-
ter who's sporty and tough. (Read by 
“KiddyCreative” age 11)

The third chilling instalment in 
the new Spook’s legend

There is a useful glossary at the back of 
the book. Some parts of the book are a 
little scary. The front cover made me 
want to read the book it looked cool! 
(Read by "Yoloman" age 11)

Spook’s: Dark Assassin (2017)
Joseph Delaney

Fantastically funny tale with 
hilarious cartoon-style illustrations

Brilliant series. Start at the beginning 
and work through them all. Laugh out 
loud funny. I love reading about all the 
things they have in their treehouse. 
(Read by "Cam05" age 11)

13-Storey Treehouse (2015)
 Andy Gri�ths & Terry Denton

Macmillan Children's 
Books

Humorous series with short chapters
and illustrations

I really liked this book, because the 
robot was really funny and good. I was 
quite sad when it was time to stop 
reading as it was a very good book. 
(Read by “wokkiesTom” age 11)

The House of Robots: Robots Go Wild! (2016)
James Patterson & Chris Grabenstein

Cornerstone

Hilarious new series from the world’s
�rst secret-agent dinosaur

I loved this book as it was about 
dinosaurs and spies and both are cool. 
I liked the action and the pictures and I 
�nished the book very quickly.
(Read by “Westy10” age 11)

Spynosaur (2016)
Guy Bass & Lee Robinson

Stripes Publishing

Moving story about a refugee boy 
who lives in a detention centre

This is a beautiful book about family, 
friendship and hope. Reading this 
book has made me realise how lucky I 
am to live the life I do! (Read by 
"Rosie2336" age 11)

The Bone Sparrow (2017)
Zana Fraillon

Hachette Children’s
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Books Loved by 12-Year-Olds

Random House
Children’s

The Boy at the Top of the Mountain (2016)
John Boyne

A dark and gripping story of a boy
living under Hitler’s in�uence

What a great book, it gives you an 
insight of the other side of The Great 
War, WW2, an insight to Hitler and his 
sidekicks. A must read. (Read by 
“aimee” age 12)

Sequel to the bestselling book
‘My Brother is a Superhero’

Superheroes with normal human 
troubles and aliens. I loved reading this 
book, it was an adventure and I 
enjoyed all the characters.
(Read by “tomg” age 12)

My Gym Teacher is an Alien Overlord (2016)
David Solomons & Laura Ellen Anderson

Nosy Crow

Barrington Stoke

Little, Brown

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them (2016)
J. K. Rowling

Screenplay inspired by the original
Hogwart’s textbook

I totally loved this book. It was interest-
ing to read a screenplay as they have to 
be read slightly di�erently from a 
normal book and the book itself is 
beautiful. (Read by "Abijo" age 12)

Short, gripping adventure with
dyslexia-friendly paper and font

I really enjoyed this book, I took it on 
holiday it was short enough to read in 
a week. I liked the characters and the 
drawings were really amazing. (Read 
by "Doctorwho" age 12)

Mind Writer (2016)
Steve Cole & Nelson Evergreen

A coming of age story with
beautiful illustrations

This is a gorgeous book with a beauti-
ful cover and illustrations. It's such a 
page turner. The book is really di�erent 
with some nice little twists. (Read by 
“MatildaW” age 12)

Nosy Crow

13-year-old Amy tries to �nd the mother
of an abandoned baby

It's quite an emotional story in places 
and it made me teary. I loved this book 
and would like to read Fleur Hitch-
cock's other books. (Read by “MollyB” 
age 12)

Bus Stop Baby (2016)
Fleur Hitchcock

Piccadilly Press

Modern tale based on the Greek
myth of Orpheus and Eurydice

This is such a good book! It is about 
friendship and love, growing up and 
�nding out who you are. It is well 
written and a mix of magical and 
realistic. (Read by "Rachael" age 12)

A Song for Ella Grey (2015)
David Almond

Hachette Children’s

A thrilling, ghostly mystery set
in the 1880s

This book will send shivers down your 
spine and make you tear up at the end. 
I loved this book because it kept you on 
edge - you never quite knew what 
would happen next. (Read by "ms-sta-
tista" age 12)

Frost Hollow Hall (2013)
Emma Carroll

Faber & Faber
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Books for New Readers

Hachette Children’s

Claude Series
Alex T. Smith

Squishy McFlu� Series
Pip Jones & Ella Okstad

Faber & Faber

Egmont

Flat Stanley Series
Je� Brown & Jon Mitchell

Egmont Reading Ladder

Egmont

This is a delightful series, with large 
text and quirky illustrations, the 
perfect stepping stone between 
picture books and chapter books.

A charming series written in verse 
and beautifully illustrated in full-col-
our.  Full of adventures to keep little 
ones engrossed until the very end. 

• Approximately 80 pages 

• Loved by children age 5+

• Approximately 96 pages 

• Loved by children age 4+

First published in 1964 this classic 
series with short chapters is still 
delighting children with its quirky 
tales of a little boy’s adventures.

• Approximately 80 pages

• Loved by children age 5+

Developed with a leading literacy 
expert, this scheme covers three 
reading levels and is designed to 
make the journey to independent 
reading, fun!

• Includes well loved authors & characters

• Each book also given standard book band colour
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Book Series Loved by Children

Hachette Children’s

How to Train Your Dragon
Cressida Cowell

Twelve full-length �ction novels with 
amazing illustrations, following a 
young Viking called Hiccup and his 
adventures with a multitude of 
dragons.

Beast Quest
Adam Blade

Hachette Children’s

Tom Gates
Liz Pichon

Scholastic

Egmont  

Alex Rider 
Anthony Horowitz

Walker Books

• First Book: How to Train Your Dragon

• Loved by children age 6+

Revolting, lazy and nasty Mr Gum 
makes for an unlikely central charac-
ter but provides much humour with 
laugh out loud misadventures.

• First Book: You’re a Bad Man, Mr Gum!
• Loved by children age 7+

This is a gripping, action-packed spy 
series about teenager Alex Rider, 
hired  by MI6 to help solve some of 
the world’s most dangerous crimes.

• First Book: Stormbreaker 

• Loved by children age 9+

Award-winning series about hapless 
schoolboy Tom. Hilarious anecdotes 
and incredible drawings to engage 
even the most reluctant of readers.

• First Book: The Brilliant World of Tom Gates

• Loved by children age 7+

Action and adventure fantasy novels 
with short chapters and illustrations. 
Written by several authors under the 
pseudonym Adam Blade. 

• First Book: Ferno the Fire Dragon 

• Loved by children age 6+

Scholastic

Captain Underpants
Dav Pilkey

Hilarious, illustrated series about two 
fourth graders who accidentally 
hypnotise the school principal into 
thinking he is a superhero. 

• First Book: The Adventures of Captain
  Underpants 
• Loved by children age 6+

Jacky Ha-Ha
James Patterson & Chris Grabenstein

Cornerstone

Jacky Ha-Ha is an engaging heroine, 
hiding her worries behind her ability 
to tell jokes in this brilliant new series 
from James Patterson.

• First Book: Jacky Ha-Ha
• Loved by children age 8+

Timmy Failure 
Stephan Pastis

Walker Books

New York Times bestselling series 
from the cartoonist Stephan Pastis. A 
quirky, funny series about a child 
detective and his polar bear sidekick. 

• First Book: Mistakes Were Made

• Loved by children age 7+
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Books for Reluctant Readers

Desirable 
Frank Cottrell Boyce & Cate James

Barrington Stoke

When Granddad gives ‘loser’ George an old 
bottle of aftershave for his birthday, 
George’s life becomes more… desirable?!

With just 104 pages, this book is particularly 
suitable for reluctant and struggling readers. 
It also has a dyslexia-friendly layout and font. 
Reading Age 8 and Interest Age 8-12

Hopewell High Series 
Jo Cotterill

Bloomsbury

Four girls navigate the pressures of school, 
families, friendships and growing up. A new 
series in the Bloomsbury High Low range.

Ideal for struggling and reluctant readers, 
those with EAL and those with dyslexia. 
Produced in association with reading experts 
at CatchUp. Reading Age 9+ Interest Age 12+ 

Star Wars: Rey to the Rescue
Lisa Stock

Dorling Kindersley

Join Rey, Finn and BB-8 as they �ght 
against the evil Kylo Ren. Plus there's 
plenty of extra facts for Star Wars fans! 

DK Readers are designed to help new 
readers gain reading con�dence. This Level 2 
reader has an an easy to read story with 
longer sentences and increased vocabulary.

Middle School Series
James Patterson & Chris Tebbets

Cornerstone

Humorous series following a 6th grader 
dealing with the trials and tribulations of 
adolescence, family, friends & bullies.

A brilliant series for reluctant readers with 
easy-to-read text, plenty of action and 
illustrations, short chapters and school-boy 
issues of not �tting in. For ages 8+ 



Books for Reluctant Readers

LEGO City: Bulldozer Break-In
LEGO

Ladybird

When thieves use a bulldozer in their most 
audacious robbery ever, the police force 
must use all their skills to stop them!

This 32 page book is a great way to include 
reading as part of playing. LEGO fans will 
love this new police-themed story book, 
complete with LEGO mini�gure. For ages 5+ 

The Dragonsitter
Josh Lacey & Garry Parsons

Andersen Press

What could possibly go wrong when 
Edward looks after an unusual pet for a 
week? Shortlisted for the Roald Dahl Funny 
Prize.

Written in the style of short emails, this is a 
great series for young or reluctant readers 
with less than 100 pages and plenty of 
illustrations. Recommended for ages 6+ 

The Phoenix Comic
Various

The Phoenix Comic

Weekly comic full of serialised stories, 
funny original illustrations, fascinating 
non-�ction and mind-bending puzzles!

Each issue is designed to delight and inspire 
its readers with exciting and thrilling stories 
that children actually want to read. Brilliant 
for girls and boys aged 7-12.

Mission Alert Series
Benjamin Hulme-Cross, Kanako & Yuzuru

Bloomsbury

Join brother and sister duo, Tom and Zilla, 
on their latest spy mission. A new series in 
the Bloomsbury High Low range.

Ideal for struggling and reluctant readers, 
those with EAL and those with dyslexia. 
Produced in association with reading 
experts at CatchUp. Reading Age 7+ and 
Interest Age 8+

Football Heroes Series
Matt & Tom Old�eld

Dino Books

Brilliant series telling the stories of the 
world's best footballers, from the school 
playground to success on the pitch.

For die-hard football fans, these books are 
essential reading, written in a narrative style 
to engage young or reluctant readers. 
Recommended for ages 8+

Ransom Reading Stars Plus
Various

Ransom 

Reading Stars Plus is a new series for reluc-
tant and struggling readers, with 30 books 
covering �ction and non-�ction. 

These books can be used as a reading 
programme for ages 9-12 or individually. 
There are 3 books in each level - four levels of 
phonics and bookbands from Pink to Lime.

King Flashypants Series 
Andy Riley

Hachette Children’s

For fans of Horrid Henry and Tom Gates this 
is a brilliantly silly series about a young King 
and his arch-enemy Emperor Nurbison.

These are genuine laugh-out-loud books 
with fabulous illustrations on almost every 
page. Perfect for new readers or reluctant 
readers who enjoy a good giggle. Age 6+

Bulletcatcher
Chris Bradford & Nelson Evergreen

Barrington Stoke

Exhilarating action meets heart-pounding 
suspense in the �rst title of this trilogy. Can 
Troy use his secret power for good?

With just 72 pages, this book is particularly 
suitable for reluctant and struggling readers. 
It also has a dyslexia-friendly layout and font. 
Reading Age 8 and Interest Age 8-12
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boyMust find the

safeMust keep him
they’re coming

RUN

An edge-of-your-seat thriller with bite  
from bestselling author Linwood Barclay.

Don’t miss his first ever novel for children!

COMING  

JULY 
2017
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